THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways,'and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MicaH Iv: 2. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ABRAHAM H. CANNON. 


THe following discourse was delivered by Elder Abraham H. Cannon 
at the Salt Lake Stake Conference, held in the Assembly Hall, at Salt 
Lake City, Saturday, September 2, 1893: 

I trust that while I occupy this position I may be filled with the Spirit — 
of the Lord, and neither attempt nor desire to say anything but that 
which He will approve. 

I do not know that there has been a time in our experience when we 
needed more of the Spirit of the Lord to guide us than at the present. It 
seems as though the wisdom of man fails under present circumstances to 
point out the way of deliverance. It is true, we are moving along in a 
matter-of-fact way, and what we might generally consider very satisfac- 
tory; but the report which was given by Brother Davis concerning the 
First Quorum of Elders will doubtless apply to very many quorums and 
organizations in the Church. I suppose it can safely be said that not 
more than one-quarter of those who have a standing in the Church are 
really magnifying their callings and living up to the full line of their 
duty. This may be considered by some a very broad statement; yet I 
think investigation would prove it to be not far from correct. We may 
be performing certain duties which are pleasurable to us and easy of ac- 
complishment; but those which come in contact with our peculiar desires 
and inclinations we are very apt to neglect. And thus through a failure 
now and again to perform our duties we are gradually drifting into a kind 
of indifference which is almost as bad as apostasy, and it means apostasy 
unless a very radical change occurs. I am not so sure but that the Church 
can better grapple with apostasy than with indifference. I am not so 
sure but we can more effectually guard against the evils which apostates 
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and non-Mormons would introduce into our midst than we can protect 
ourselves from the evil influences of those who are indifferent and still 
have a standing in the Church. It is always easier and more pleasant, 
though perhaps it may be more dangerous, to fight an open enemy than a 
hypocritical friend. It is always better for the authorities in a stake, or 
in a ward, to understand the real condition of men and women and pro- 
vide a remedy for the disease which afflicts them, than to be led along 
under the impression that certain members are desirous of doing right 
and yet they be secretly conniving at the injury of the Church. I believe 
the Lord will provide means, in some way peculiar to Himself, to cleanse 
the Church of the hypocrite and ungodly, and it will cause such a shaking 
up among those who have a standing in the Church that it will make 
each man and woman appear in his or her true character. How soon this 
will occur I do not know, but with my present feelings I would hail such 
a day with great delight. | 

We are confronted, my brethren and sisters, with questions to-day of 
the greatest importance to us, and which need the wisdom, the attention 
and the faith of all the Latter-day Saints. To all human appearance, it 
seems as though destruction in a business way will overwhelm the world, 
and that in the troubles which are to come upon the people of the earth 
the Latter-day Saints will not remain unscathed. We seem to have be- 
come so mixed up in the affairs of Babylon that when she goes down, Zion 
will be seriously affected thereby. To-day we can find in our city—and 
perhaps the same condition exists in other parts of the Territory—hun- 
dreds of men without employment. We can find the people suffering, in 
many instances, from the lack of the necessaries of life—men and women 
able and willing to work, but for whom no employment can be found; 
seeking for labor, if it will only afford them the food which they need to 
sustain their bodies. I believe that in our Territory to-day, and especially 
in this county, there are hundreds of families without food to eat for to- 
morrow ; and able-bodied people, too, in whom there is both the capacity 
and the desire for work, if they could only find it, upon any terms. This 
same condition exists, only perhaps in greater magnitude, in the states 
and territories of this country, and in other nations of the earth. 

The question immediately arises with every thinking person, what is to 
be the result of this condition? Are we to have suffering in our midst? 
Are people to go hungry and without clothing during the approaching 
winter? It is a question which demands, however much we may try to 
shirk the responsibility of it, the serious consideration of the Priesthood 
of God and of His people throughout this Territory. If our brethren and 
sisters whom we are sending our Elders out to gather to these valleys of 
the mountains are to come here and starve, then we had better call home 
our missionaries; and instead of gathering people here from the nations 
of the earth, we had better scatter them abroad, to find food. 

It is not only the immigration which is coming from abroad that needs 
our attention, but we have growing up here over sixty thousand children. 
If there is not enough work for those who have already established them- 
selves in this country, what is to become of these thousands of children 
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who are growing up, and who will need employment? Some may say 
that the country is overstocked with people. Some may accept the 
Malthusian doctrine that war, or some other disaster, is necessary at stated 
times to kill off some of the inhabitants of the earth, otherwise it would 
be over-populated. I heard a man only a few days ago, speaking of the 
situation, say that he did not know what would give relief except war 
were declared between this country and some other country, and the peo- 
ple were swept off by this means. He was a man who had been seeking 
employment day after day, and week after week, and to him there seemed 
no other means of relief than that. The hearts of the people are quailing 
almost with fear at the prospect which is presented for the coming winter. 

Why is this? Is it a fact that here in Utah our crops in previous years 
have been less than we anticipated? Is there too little food produced ? 
Have we too little land for cultivation? Are our streams too meagre to 
water the soil and cause it to produce in its richness for our sustenance? 
You are my witnesses, my brethren and sisters, who live outside the city 
and know of the fruitfulness with which God has blessed the land, that 
he has not withheld His blessings from us in this respect. There is 
abundance produced in this Territory and in the adjoining states and 
territories to sustain the population, and a far greater number of people 
than those who now live in these valleys of the mountains. You are also 
witnesses that there is an abundance of wealth within the borders of Utah 
Territory to sustain this people, without their having to call upon the east 
or west, the north or south, for any assistance. We have within our own 
grasp, if we only had the wisdom to use it, the wealth necessary to make 
of this Territory one of the brightest and richest spots on the face of the 
earth. But we have lost sight, in some measures at least, of the object of 
our gathering to these valleys. We have forgotten the call which was 
sent to us through the Elders of the Church, that we should come out of | 
Babylon and gather up to Zion, that we may learn of the ways of God 
and walk in His paths. No call was made upon the people to gather up 
to Zion that they might accumulate wealth, that they might extend the 
limits of their fields, that they might build up mansions, while under the 
shadows of their mansions the poor and the hungry cried for food, for 
shelter and for raiment. Instead of seeking to learn the ways of God and 
walk in His paths, we have sought to learn the ways of men and to walk 
in the paths of men. We have looked after the golden calf. Our eyes 
have been turned toward that image which God requires us to forsake. 
We have gathered wealth, we have hoarded it, and we are using it spar- 
ingly for our own benefit, forgetting, at the same time, the necessities of 
our brethren and sisters who are living around us, who have just as much 
claim, though they may not possess equal ability with us for the manage- 
ment of financial affairs, upon the blessings of Almighty God as we have. 

In this Territory we have enough land to divide among the people and 
provide each family with more than twenty acres for cultivation. Accord- 
ing to statistics, we have something over fifty-two millions of acres of 
land. Of this there are two millions that can be reached by the streams 
of water which God has so abundantly increased during these latter times, 
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in fulfilment of prophecy. Of these two millions of acres, only about 
seven hundred and thirty-five thousand acres are really under cultivation 
and producing that which they are capable of yielding for the support of 
the inhabitants of the land. And the land which we do cultivate, how is 
it treated? Is it producing in its fullness? Does it yield richly of its 
fruit to the husbandman! No, it does not, because it is merely scratched, 
and the full strength of the soil has not been found scarcely by a single 
person living in this Territory, good farmers though we may call ourselves. 
It was told me a short time ago that in Davis County one man sustained 
himself, and;wife,’and several children and had made a comfortable living 
for years from an acre and a quarter of land. I could scarcely believe it, 
but seeing the person concerning whom this was said, I enquired of him 
as to the facts in the case, and he told me that he had had an abundance 
for himself and family all the time he had been living there, which was 
for seven years, I believe. I asked him how he managed it. He said he 
cultivated every foot of land he had, and he found it required all his time, 
as well as the time of his two boys, to keep that land in proper cultivation. 
He had a part of it in fruit, a part in vegetables, and a small patch of 
grain—all on the acre and a quarter; and he was considered one of the 
most thrifty men in the settlement. 

The land to which God has brought us, forbidding and full of alkali as 
some of it may be, is the strongest, I believe, that can be found anywhere. 
When you have once subdued the mineral that is in the soil, there is no 
land in any place that I have visited that yields so richly of vegetable, of 
grain, of fruit, and everything that is necessary to sustain man. We have 
hundreds of thousands—I might almost say millions—of acres of land in 
this Territory that are yet unoccupied, and to which the attention of 
these men who are without employment should now be turned. This is 
' only one of the sources from which profit can be derived. Just turn out 
upon these barren lands—to which the water can be brought by a little 
labor and the expenditure of very little means—and think of the results 
that would accrue to this Territory through the employment of these 
hundreds of men upon these lands! They would not only provide for 
themselves and their families a comfortable living, but they would enrich 
the Territory ; and they would bless not only the land which they culti- 
vate, but they would bless all their neighbors; because as land. is cultivated 
and brought under control, so the elements seem to work in harmony with 
men’s exertions, and rain becomes tore abundant, and the blessings of 
the Lord descend upon the whole country through the industry and labors 
of the people who cultivate the soil. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


A PIONEER GONE. 


JoHN Row ey, residing at Colonia Pacheco, Chihuahua, Mexico, departed 
this life quite suddenly Saturday, October 7, after an illness of five days. 
The Sunday previous he went as a home missionary to Cave Valley and 
bore a faithful testimony. The cause of his death was inflammation of the 
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lungs. Brother Rowley was born July 14, 1840, at Suckley, Worcestershire, 
England. His parents were numbered with the six hundred who were 
baptized by President Woodruff in Herefordshire in 1840. He emigrated 
to Utah in 1856 with his widowed mother and seven children, in Captain 
Willey’s hand-cart company. He was frozen to death to all human appear- 
ance, while crossing the plains, and was brought to life again by the 
administration of the Elders and power of the Priesthood. On arriving 
in Utah he settled at Parowan, Iron County. After residing there several 
years he moved to Nephi, Juab County. In 1863 he crossed the plains to 
assist in bringing in the poor. In the spring of 1884 he commenced the 
manufacture of plaster of paris at Nephi, and in October of the same 
year started on a mission to England, laboring in. the Birmingham Con- 
ference eight months when, owing to ill health, he was released to return 
home. He moved to Diaz, Mexico, in September, 1889, where he remained 
until the spring of 1892, when he removed to Pacheco. At the time of his 
death he held the office of High Priest. 


GENTILE EULOGY OF MORMON MUSIC. 


TE following correspondence appears in the San Francisco Report: 

“The chief tourist attraction in Salt Lake City is the the mammoth 
Mormon Tabernacle. Seen from a distance, the egg-shaped building pre- 
sents the appearance of a huge white watermelon, and on closer view lays 
no claim to architectural superiority. There is nothing striking in the 
exterior lines, and the stranger who studies the structure from the outside 
for the first time is disappointed in every feature save that of size. I saw 
the tabernacle one Sunday afternoon when the recesses in the walled sides 
were filled with baby carriages, and infants by the score were to be seen. 
Thousands of men, women and children were moving towards and into 
the tabernacle, and as the crowd passed me I studied the faces of the 
women and girls, with a view to finding the expression of sadness that is 
popularly supposed to be the chief characteristic of the female Mormon 
face. I am not a Mormon in mind or practice, have no Mormon acquaint- 
ances, and was not under Mormon influence, or associated with Mormons, 
during my Salt Lake visit, but candor compels me to say that the look of 
sadness which I sought was never found. I finally drifted into the build- 
ing and seated myself in the gallery, and became one of an audience of 
8,000 or 10,000 people. 

“The tabernacle interior is effective, and without being ornate, presents 
an inviting and cheerful appearance. Drawn to the place by curiosity, 
prejudiced against the Mormon religion, and indifferent to the services, I 
had no idea of being impressed by any incident on the programme. But I 
was impressed, most favorably, and the impression will linger as long as 
memory lasts. The Mormon services began with the singing of ‘America’ 
by the choir of nearly 400 and the congregation, the organ swelling the 
volume of sound. I have heard our national hymn sung and played on 
many notable occasions, in churches, schools, festivals, and at large popu- 
lar concerts, but I never appreciated the beauty of the composition, and 
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never felt its patriotic influence, until this Mormon chorus rose on the air. 
The choir sang as one person and dominated the vocal tone, and the 
mighty organ furnished a thunderous roll of melody. 

“T had been told that the acoustic properties of the tabernacle were 
flawless, and that the dropping of a pin on the floor could be heard a long 
distance. After ‘America’ an Elder with a small voice invoked divine 
blessing in an ordinary tone, and yet at a distance of 225 feet every word 
he uttered was as distinctly heard as if one were within a few feet of the 
lofty pulpit. The sound seemed at first to come out of the ceiling nearly 
over my head, but in a few moments it came directly from the speaker. 
The prayer was earnest and on the usual Mormon lines, but commendably 
brief. 

“The next feature was the singing of a grand anthem from the oratorio 
of ‘Elijah,’ and again I was stirred to the very depths of my soul. Those 
who have heard ‘Aida,’ and who recall its magnificent choruses, may form 
some idea of the thrilling effect produced by this grand choir in this 
grand chorus. The precision of the choir passes credence. The leadership 
is perfect, and in this selection, ‘Elijah,’ the artistic and sympathetic 
touch of the organist came into splendid prominence. After such a wealth 
of melody I was in no mood to hear a preacher pay tributes to departed 
leaders of the faith, and so I went out into the sunshine and sauntered 
through the broad and handsome streets of the great central city.” 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


Robert Horner died at West Hartlepool, November 10, from the effects of injuries 
received through being kicked in the stomach at a football match. 

- From Monte Video it is announced that Rio de Janerio has again been bombarded 
by the insurgents and that all the banks are closed. The rebellion in Brasil is grow- 
ing in proportions. 

The Railway Hotel, Ince, near Wigan, has been partially wrecked by the explosion of 
a dynamite cartridge used, it is alleged, by some colliers in revenge for the landlord having 
refused to give them further relief. 

Fifteen towns in the centre of Cuba were reported, November 11, to be in open rebel- 
lion. A later telegram states that the revolt, however, did not last twenty-four hours, 
the insurgents being completely routed. 

The Treasury Department of the United States, America, on November 3, ordered the 
San Francisco and New Urleans mints to resume the coinage of standard silver dollars, 
for the purpose of utilizing the seignorage. 

The severe punishment inflicted by the Spanish on the Moors has, it is said, caused the 
latter to disappear from sight of the forts at Melilla’ It is, however, stated that the 
powerful Kabyle tribes are about to join the Riff Arabs against the Spaniards. 

A fierce conflict, arising out of the eviction of a local miller, has occurred at the Hun- 
garian village of Kajgane, between a band of armed villagers and a force of gendarmes, 
in the course of which four of the fermer were shot dead and five of the gendarmes wounded. 

On weighing gold in one of the reserve vaults of the Philadelphia mint, which had 
been sealed since 1887, a shortage of $105,000 was discovered. The seals had not been 
tampered with, so it was thought a breach had been made somewhere in the vaults. The 
thief, however, was found to be an old employee, who had raked out the bars with a 


common garden rake, through the door grating. 
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From Toronto, Canada, it is reported that fire having broken out on board the steamer 
Fraser, on Lake Nipissing, the crew, numbering 26, jumped into the water to escape be- 
ing burned. Nineteen of them were drowned, but the remainder reached shore in safety. 


Although official contradiction is given to the reported sinking of the Brazilian 
transport Rio Janerio by the insurgents, a Buenos Ayres newspaper says the report 
is true, and that 1,100 armed men who were being conveyed to aid the President were 
drowned. 

The steam propellors Albany and Philadelphia collided in a fog off Port Aux Barques, 
November 7. The Philadelphia towed the Albany for half an hour, when the latter 
sank. Her crew succeeded in getting aboard the Philadelphia, but it was evident that 
the latter was also in a sinking condition. The crews then attempted to escape in 
two small boats, one of which was ultimately picked up by a passing vessel. The 
other, however, sank, and all of her 25 occupants perished. 


During a performance ou the night of November 7 at the Licco Theatre, Barcelona, 
two bombs were thrown from the gallery, one of which exploded with frightful effects. 
When something like order was established among the panic-stricken crowd it was 
found that twenty-three persons were dead and many injured, while the building it- 
self was wrecked. The outrage was committed by anarchists, against whom the 
greatest indignation is expressed, and many of whom have been arrested. 


The State elections in the United States, America, November 7, have resulted in a crush- 
ing Democratic defeat, and in a consequent victory for the Republicans. Mr. McKinley 
has been elected Governor of Ohio, by 80,000 majority, and it is thought this victory as- 
sures him the Republican nomination for the presideucy in 1896. The Democrats attri- 
bute their defeat to the business depression which has prevailed for several months past. 
In New York Mr. Maynard was defeated by 100,000. 


The United States Senate, November 2, passed a Chinese exclusion bill. The measure, 
which was adopted by the Honse of Representatives a few weeks ago, extends for six 
months the time within which Chinese in the United States can register under the 
Geary law, and provides for deportation at the expiration of that period of all Chinese 
laborers found in the United States without a certificate of registration. This bill 
was subsequently signed by President Cleveland. 


An Odessa engineer, by name Melhukoff, has lately made a remarkable discovery 
in the Crimea, in the shape of an immense ancient canal, which the discoverer 
accounts as one of the wonders of the world. The length of the work is nine kilo- 
metres, depth ten metres, and breadth about five metres. It passes along the present 
town of Perekope, and near the ancient Greek town of Neapolis. Both Pliny and 
Strabo write of this great canal In Theodosia the gigantic head belonging to a statue 
of Hercules has also lately been discovered. There is little doubt that the Crimea and 
the Caucasus contain many undiscovered arch#ological treasures. 


A terrible catastrophe took place, Saturday, November 4th, at Santander, Spain. The 
steamer Cubo Machichaco, loaded with boxes of dynamite, took fire. The alarm being 
given, a large mass of people gathered on the quay to see the imposing sight. Then came 
the explosion—a moment that beggars all description—the quay, custom-house, railroad 
station, and sixty dwelling houses being immediately enveloped in flames. A passenger 
train unfortunately arrived at the same time and caught fire also; numerous travelers 
were literally roasted alive ; those who escaped death, were fearfully burned. The whole 
city, from the harbor to the railroad station, now presented a scene of the most horrible 
destruction. The ground was covered with corpses and wounded. Many people standing 
on the quay were thrown into the sea and were drowned. It was estimated that 300 were 
killed and 1,000 wounded, many of these fatally. Divers who have examined the bottom 
of the harbor report mountains of dead bodies, and a late storm on the coast of Spain is 
said to have cast ashore remnants of 180 corpses. Investigation has shown that the vesse) 
unloaded only 20 boxes of the explosives and that really 480 boxes, which were contra- 
band and had not been reported by the captain, exploded. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1893. 


ON CONFERENCE MANAGEMENT. 


In some of the conferences there seems to exist a misunderstanding in 
regard to the jurisdiction of a conference president, and this has caused 
‘some friction and restlessness, which, if not checked, will be productive of 
harm. 

The president of a mission, or conference, is by virtue of his appointment 
the highest presiding officer in such a mission, or conference. A Traveling 
Elder, holding a higher position in the Church when at home than the presi- 
dent, must still submit to the presidency of the latter while laboring in the 
conference, for the president virtually represents the authority by which 
he was appointed. Any question of importance arising in the different 
parts of the conference must be referred to him. By his traveling through 
the whole conference and visiting all the different branches he becomes 
best acquainted with all the existing conditions and the various needs of 
the conference; he, therefore, appoints the Traveling Elders to their 
different fields of labor. When he’sees a district where*the{work requires 
an Elder with certain qualifications, he {will study the character and 
abilities of the Elders laboring with him, and select the one, in his opinion, 
most suitable for such a place. 

Frequently, when an Elder, who has been laboring in one branch, is 
called to move to another branch of the conference, the Saints are loath 
to have him leave, he having endeared himself to them by his fatherly 
course and his ability to instruct and edify them. It is commendable in 
the Saints to feel attached to the Elders who labor in their midst; but 
they must not look upon the removal of such an Elder as a wrong done 
them by their president. The same love for others and disregard for self, 
which inspired the Elders to leave their homes and families for the Gos- 
pel’s sake, should characterize the Saints also, even upon questions of this 
kind. Thejnext Elder,*sent to their branch, may not be endowed with the 
same ability to teach and edify the people as the Elder whom the presi- 
dent, directed by the Holy Spirit, has called to go to another district; yet, 
if the Saints will sustain him, he will prove a greater blessing to them 
than would the former should they, by their persuasions, move the presi- 
dent to let him remain. 
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The Elders should also feel to submit their own wishes and desires, in 
the matter of appointment to the different fields of labor, to him on whom 
the responsibility of appointing rests. There may, indeed, be places in 
the conference more desirable than others, where there are more Saints 
and strangers to attend meetings, and it would be but natural for an Elder 
to desire such a place in preference to a field where he has to break new 
ground, and where he cannot enjoy the pleasant company of the Saints; 
but if he seek the Lord earnestly for His Spirit to guide him, he will find 
that he has been assigned to the very place where he can obtain the most 
satisfaction from his labors and enjoy the greatest happiness. 

A president who enjoys the spirit of his calling will fill the different 
places in the conference with such Elders as, in his opinion, are best 
qualified for the position. He will also take into consideration the health 
of the Elders, their age and pecuniary circumstances, and will carefully 
guard against even the appearance of letting favoritism influence his 
choice. 

We have been asked whether or not a president of a conference, residing 
in a branch where regular council meetings are held, should submit his 
appointments for the sanction of such a council. Certainly not. A branch 
council meets to transact the business of that branch; but it has no juris- 
diction over matters pertaining to the general affairs of the conference. 

It is the duty of the presidents and Traveling Elders to explain the law 
of tithing in a kind and fatherly way to the Saints, and to show them that 
that law is a blessing to them and not an exaction. They should also 
encourage the Saints to make deposits for their emigration; let them 
remember that the Lord helps him who tries to help himself. 

All expenditures of tithing, and other Church funds in the branches, 
must have the approval of the president of the conference. 

Paul compares the organization of the Church of Christ to a living 
person. Now, as each member of the body has its particular function, 
so in the Church, each member, be he an officer or not, has a special call- 
ing, imposing upon him certain duties; where these are observed and 
each member honors his calling, there will be found peace and harmony, 
and the blessing of the Spirit will abound. 


THE NETHERLANDS MISSION. 


On our return from the Scandinavian Mission, we enjoyed a pleasant visit 
with the Saints at Rotterdam and Amsterdam. The headquarters of the 
mission is at the first named place, and there we met Elder Edwin Ben- 
nion, the president. We had not had the pleasure of meeting him before, 
but Elders meeting abroad do not need much of an introduction; they 
soon feel that they are members of one brotherhood. We met with the 
Saints of Rotterdam on Sunday, October 22, in a nice commodious hall, 
which was well filled with Saints and strangers. Elder E. Neuteboom 
interpreted what we said to the Saints, and did this well. Several of the 
local Elders spoke quite fluently, and an excellent spirit prevailed. The 
‘singing, accompanied by an organ, was fine. The Saints in this mission 
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have a small collection of our hymns printed in Dutch, but not sufficient 
to give them the variety they desire, so they use also a hymn-book not 
published by us. The selections from this book, during the meetings we 
attended, were mainly from the Psalms of David, set to metre. It would 
be very desirable for some of our poetical Saints, who understand Dutch, 
to increase the collection of our hymns in that language. 

In company with President Bennion we went to Amsterdam the next 
day. Here we were received by our old friend, Elder Lybbert, who pre- 
sides over the Amsterdam Branch. We were introduced to Elders B, 
Johnson, J. H. Hadfield and Richard Hill. A large congregation met in 
the evening and we had an enjoyable time with the Saints of this branch. 
Brother Neuteboom again favored us by acting as interpreter. 

On Tuesday morning we attended a priesthood meeting, in which the 
Elders reported their labors. They felt much encouraged in their en- 
deavors to spread the truth in those lands, and during the year had met 
with much success, over seventy members having been baptized. 

The Netherlands Mission comprises the two countries, Holland and 
Belgium. Both enjoy religious liberty. The population of Belgium is 
Catholic, while three-fifths of the population of Holland are protestantic. 
The labors of the Elders have been mainly in Holland. The people 
there receive the brethren kindly; many come to the meetings, and 
quite a number investigate the principles of the Gospel. Most of 
the Saints live in Holland. There is also a branch of the Church in 
Belgium. On his last visit to that country, Brother Neuteboom reported 
having baptized four persons. The greatest difficulty which the brethren 
find in laboring in Belgium is their being unable to speak the languages 
spoken there—French, Walloon,and Flemish. The latter, however, is merely 
a dialict of the Dutch language, differing from this, perhaps, as much as 
Norwegian from Danish; like these the Dutch and Flemish have adopted 
the same orthography, which makes the modern Netherlandish, or Dutch, 
the language of seven million people. Elders who could speak Walloon (a 
patois of French) and Flemish would find Belgium a promising field. 

The Netherlands Mission numbers between five and six hundred Saints, 
and is divided into fourteen branches, of which the largest are Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, and Arnheim. 


CoNCERNING the action of the Parliament of Religions in declining to 
give the Latter-day Saints a hearing, the Chicago Herald has the follow- 
ing tosay: “Elder Roberts of Salt Lake did not deliver his address be- 
fore the Parliament of Religions. The Elder’s paper was on the pro- 
grainme all right enough, but he is a Mormon, and after Mahommed 
Alexander Russell Webb’s paper on polygamy had aroused such a decided 
opposition to a free discussion of polygamy, the members of the congress 
decided that an apostle of Mormonism would be out of place in the con- 
gress. The Elder was told, however, that he could speak in Hall 3 before 
a select assemblage of people particularly interested in his doctrine. The 
announcement was made accordingly. The audience came and waited 
patiently for the Elder, but he did not appear. He decided that he would 
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not enter the congress at all if he could not appear before the representa- 
tives of all faiths. Professor Merwin Marie Snell called the meeting to 
order, ana said the elder did right in refusing to read his paper before a 
mere branch of the parliament. He said, further, that it was a blemish 
upon the name and future history of the great parliament of religions that 
such an insult should be heaped upon the Mormon Church. ‘The idea,’ he 
said, ‘of inviting the representatives of all nations and religions, heathen 
and otherwise, to participate in this great gathering of creeds, and then 
refuse to allow the Mormons to hold a presentation meeting. They were 
granted the privilege once of holding a presentation congress, but it was 
afterward revoked. I do not blame the elder for refusing to read a paper 
before a mere adjunct of the parliament.” In its editorial columns the 
same paper voices the following: “Elder Roberts, of Salt Lake City, has 
good ground of complaint against the managers of the Religious Congress. 
He was regularly invited to participate in the proceedings and had pre- 
pared a paper the reading of which was on the regular programme. At 
the last moment he was notified that he could not read his paper before 
the regular congress, but might, if he pleased, speak to a select assemblage 
in another hal]. This was most discourteous treatment. The fact that 
Elder Roberts is a Mormon had nothing to do with the case. The gather- 
ing at the Art Institute was a parliament of religions—not a parliament of 
Christians or a parliament of monogamists. The people in attendance 
knew what they might expect when they accepted invitations to the con- 
gress. If they desired to hear only what was entirely agreeable to them 
they might better have stayed away. The slight put upon Elder Roberts 
was unjustified and will detract from the value and reputation of the 
whole gathering.” 


ExLpER EDWARD STEVENSON, who has been visiting the former homes of 
the Saints in Missouri and Illinois, relates the following interesting inci- 
dent: I took a ride out to the Big Blue River, six miles, October 16, to see 
the only one I could find remaining in Jackson County who helped to 
drive out the Mormons. He says he was only a boy at the time, but could 
shoulder a gun. He also said, “I have nothing against the Mormons. I 
passed through Utah. My wife said it was the only place she would like 
to live. It was the best place she had seen. For my part I had no 
education. I only went to school three weeks, got nine lickings and quit.” 
“Tf the Mormons were here now would you drive them away, with the 
knowledge you now possess?” I inquired. “No, sir. We have so many 
worse people here now than the Mormons,” he replied. 


. ARRIVALS.—The following missionaries arrived Sunday morning, No- 
vember 19, per Cunard Steamer Lucania, all for the British Mission: J. B. 
Patterson, of St. Johns, Arizona; Francis Clarke, of Eden, Utah; E.S. 
Horsley, of Price, Utah; H. J. Mulliner, of Kanarra, Utah; Wm. Blain, 
of Spring City, Utah; Francis Cundiff, of West Jordan, Utah. They 
were accompanied by Mrs. H. L. James, of Salt-Lake City, who is on a 
visit to relatives. 


| 
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APPOINTMENTS.—Elder J. B. Patterson has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in the Newcastle Conference. 

Elder Francis Clarke has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Norwich Conference. 

Elder E. 8. Horsley has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Leeds Conference. 

Elder H. J. Mulliner has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Sheffield Conference. | 

Elder Wm. Blain has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Scottish Conference. 

Elder Francis Cundiff has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Welsh Conference. 


ELDER ROBERTS ISSUES A CHALLENGE. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 762.] 
“WHILE you are formulating an answer to these questions let me call 
your attention to a few other things: 

“The presidency of the ‘Mormon’ Church generously refused to take 
note of the slight put upon them and the organization they preside over 
by your neglect to notify them of your parliament, or to invite them, or 
_ their representatives, to participate in it, but remembering that the 

Churchthad been falsely accused of working only among the poor and 
degraded, could only succeed with the ignorant, were afraid to come to 
the light, etc., they thought to correct the error by seeking an opportunity 
for an exposition of its doctrines on the platform of the World’s Parlia- 
ment of Religions, where its positions and principles could be compared 
by the enlightened religious thought of the age. Accordingly they wrote 
you, President Bonney, asking that an opportunity be granted their 
representative to make a statement of the ‘Mormon’ faith, its distinguish- 
ing characteristics and its achievements. Shortly after the letter was sent 
I was appointed to represent the Church at the parliament. On arriving 
at Chicago I secured an acceptable introduction to you, President Bonney, 
and you generously accorded me an interview of five minutes in which to 
present my case. .In that interview I learned that it had been decided 
not to grant the application of the ‘Mormons’ for a hearing in the parlia- 
ment, on‘‘account of the deep prejudice existing against the Church 
because of its marriage system. My friend who had introduced me to you, 
and through whose influence the interview was obtained, urged the in- 
justice there would be in not giving the Church I represented an oppor- 
tunity to make a statement of her faith, and showed you some letters of 
introduction I had presented to him, showing my standing in the com- 
munity where [ live. 

“You finally asked what my answer would be to those who raised objec- 
tions to our admission, based upon the prejudice existing against my people 
because of our marriage system. My reply in substance, as I remember 
it, was: 1. That in such’a gathering, where non-Christians and Christians, 
where people who not only in the past, but now, justified and tolerated 
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plural marriages were going to meet, it was a question that ought 
not to be considered. 2. That plural marriages in our Church had been 
discontinued by the official_action of the Church,"and therefore it was not 
a matter that'should be considered when the question was discussed as to 
whether we should be admitted to the parliament, as reference to it need 
form no part of our paper further.than an announcement of its abandon- 
ment as a historical fact. s You asked me to set forth the reasons, in writ- 
ing, why,we should be admitted, and also inclose an outline of what we 
wanted to say if admitted, and you would have the question reconsidered. 
I did_as"you desired, and_after waiting week or ten days and receiving 
no,reply I returned_home, acquaintingfyou with the fact and asking you 
to sendjme there the final decisionfrespecting our application. On Sep- 
tember:2, I received{a letter from you saying that ‘Rev. Dr. John Henry 
Barrows would receive from our Church the statement of its faith and 
achievements as proposed in your first communication; and will make 
such use of it, as under all the circumstances, may seem wisest and best.’ 

“Not a very cordial invitation to return to Chicago and participate in 
the parliament; and, sir, while it is difficult to discern the motives that 
underlie human conduct, and one may misjudge his fellows, I shall take 
the liberty of saying, until you disclaim it, that it was the purpose of your 
letter to discourage my coming or presenting my paper; for, under all 
circumstances, a child might see that what would ‘seem the wisest and 
best’ use for you to make of any paper the ‘Mormon’ Church would pre- 
pare and send to you would be to pigeon-hole it and conveniently forget 
all about it. Sir, we,live,very far off in the West, and it may be that there 
is some hayseed about us; we are young, too, but we were not born 
yesterday. 

“Contrary, I think, to your expectation I prepared my paper, and on 
the 8th of September presented myself with it to you, Dr. Barrows, in 
your office. You reminded me of the guarded promise made by President 
Bonney of its acceptance, and then we together went over the story of 
objections to the admission of a ‘Mormon’ to the parliament—there was a 
strong sentiment against us, and in your committee you had had several 
‘stormy’ meetings. I told you in reply that ‘Mormonism’ had a moral 
right to be heard in that parliament; you talked to me about public 
sentiment being against us. I asked you to take into account the public 
sentiment that would condemn you if you did not admit us, a sentiment, 
as you should have known, that will come from the fair-minded among 
church members and also from the forty millions of American citizens who 
have no sectarian church connection—to say nothing of the enlightened 
opinion of the representatives of the peoples of the Orient. 

“It was finally decided, however, that an opportunity would be given 
me to read my paper, so said your note of September 14, but you could 
not then fix the date. I waited day after day, and at last received your 
note of September 20, with just this in it: 

“*Will you read your paper in Hall 3 next Monday morning, September 
257’ To this I replied: ‘It would give me pleasure to do so provided such 
presentation shall not debar me from presenting the paper also before the 
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Parliament of Religions in the Hall of Columbus.’ I suggested, however, 
that I would prefer to prepare another paper for the meeting in Hall 3 
that would be more in keeping with the character of those meetings. 
When I handed that to you in the Columbus hall you gave me to under- 
stand that the reading in Hall 3 was to be all the hearing the Church I 
represent was to have, whereupon I told you that I could not consent to 
that arrangement, and that same day I wrote you a letter which I placed 
in the hands of your secretary Thursday night, from which I quote: 

“*You ask me if I will read it (my paper) in Hall 3, designated as the 
scientific section of the parliament. In what I am going to say I do not 
cast any reflection on the character and importance of the meetings held 
in that hall. They are both interesting and important in their line, and 
the presiding officer is both broad-minded and courteous. But now I 
submit that in view of all the facts as here stated—the hesitation about 
admitting ‘Mormonism’ to the parliament, etc., etc.—I may be pardoned 
for saying that to ask me to read my paper there and let that be the only 
hearing that ‘Mormonism’ has, looks very like an attempt to sidetrack the 
Church I represent, while the parliament preserves a reputation for broad- 
minded toleration that could not exclude even a ‘Mormon,’ while as a 
matter of fact it hears of him either not at all, or else only as in a corner. 
You will see at once how impossible it is for me to accede to your request. 
Hall 3, whatever may be said in praise of the meetings held there, is not 
the hall of the Parliament of Religions, nor the platform from which the 
great religious sects and faiths have spoken. A hearing such as could be 
obtained in Hall 3 is not the kind of hearing the ‘Mormon’ Church asks 
for or can accept. She asks to speak through her representative in the full 
parliament before all the world, having full time (half an hour) allotted to 
her in which to proclaim to it what to her are the great truths of religion. 
If that cannot be accorded she will be content with the distinction of 
being the one voice in all the world that could not be heard in such an 
assembly.’ 

“That letter from which the above is quoted was handed pesonally by 
me to your secretary last Thursday night (September 21), and, by the way, 
reverend sir, I have received no answer to that letter, though I urged an 
immediate reply, as it was a matter of some importance to me as affecting 
my movements. Call that Christian courtesy? Christian etiquette it may 
be, for you are a Christian clergyman of high standing, and I will not 
presume to judge of your conduct. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A horse stepped on the hand of a two-year-old son of Richard Hopkins, Logan, badly 
crushing it. 

Alfred Johnson, of Vernal, was accidentally shot while hunting stock in the mountains. 
In stooping over a spring to wash, his pistol dropped from the scabbard. The hammer 
struck on a rock, a cartridge exploded, and the bullet entered his right side, lodging in-the 
back. 
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President Cleveland bas signed the joint resolution passed by the United States Con- 
gress, restoring to the ‘‘ Mormon” Church the personal property formerly confiscated. 


A little child of Mrs. Eli Roberts, of Provo, while playing on the floor crept unseen by 
its mother to a clothes wringer, and got its hand into the cogs. One finger had to be am- 
putated. 

An employee of the Salt Lake City street railway company, named Larsen, had the 
misfortune, October 25, to have one of his thumbs caught beneath a falling rail, badly 
crushing it. 

James Thorpe, a bricklayer employed on the Fourth Ward school house, Logan, 
dropped through an opening in a scaffold and fell with bis face on a trowel, nearly sever- 
ing the nose. 

Utah has certainly been justly favored at the World’s Fair. Besides the awards 
already mentioned information now reaches us that Utah silk has taken three medals for 
the best exhibits. 

Friday, October 27, the family of the late General Daniel H. Wells commemorated the 
anniversary of his birth by holding a family re-uniun at the residence of one of his children 
in the Twelfth Ward, Salt Lake City. 


A twelve-year-old daughter of Mr. Albert Lang was thrown from a horse, October 25, 
between Logan and Providence, Cache County, breaking her right leg just above the 
ankle joint, into which the fracture extended. 

On October 26, a young son of Mr. Hawkes, of Logan, while playing with some com- 
panions, had his hand suddenly seized by one of them, and given such a severe twist 
that one of the bones of his forearm was broken. 


A freight train on the Utah Central left she track between Salt Lake City and Park 
City, October 26, owing to the spreading of the rails. The engine was completely over- 
turned and engineer Ernest M. Haywood badly scalded. 


A. W, Countryman, of Salt Lake City, was accidentally shot in the left leg a few inches 
Lelow the knee, October 26, by a eompanion, while hunting ‘in Emigration Canyon, A 
large amount of flesh and part of the bone were torn away. 


8. Soutt, 6f Salt Lake City was out driving October 20, The roughness of the road caus- 
ed a gun which he carried in the wagon to explode. ‘I'he contents passed through his left 
arm tearing it horribly and amputation may prove necessary. 


A Utah mineral has taken another of the World’s Fuir prises, Dr, J. E. Talmage, 
president of the Deseret Museum, has been notified that to Utah eelenite has been 
awarded the medal offered for the best collection of that mineral at the great Exposition. 


Charles Fleming, a young man of Provo, while in the canyon, October 22, following 
deer tracks, placed a butcher knife in his saddle where it would be convenient. In pass- 
ing a tree he raised his left leg and struck the point of the knife. The calf of his leg 
received a severe gash, several large arteries being cut. 


About 500,000 head of Utah sheep have been grazing around Soda Springs, Idaho, 
during the fall, though they are now moving south and west. Late rains have put the 
grass in excellent condition. The winter ranges in western and central Box Elder 
County and southern Idaho, where most of the sheep are now heading for, are also in 
unusually good condition for sustaining the vast numbers of sheep that are now being 
driven upon them, 


On October 25, there were planted one thousand catfish in Utah Lake, at the mouth of 
American Fork Creek. These were bull-heads, and it is expected that one-half of them 
will spawn next season. They were from nine to eighteen inches long. The bull-head is 
a hook and line fish, and attains an average weight of two pounds, is very good eating 
and quite gamey. It is believed that this plant will, within the next eight months, pro- 
duce many thousands of fry, as they multiply very rapidly. Other lakes and streams are 


gradually being stocked with fish. 


